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ABSTRACT

This study seeks to approach the cover of Ali Al-Sawafi’s novel, Qishr Al-Rumman (Pomegranate
Peels), as a paratext that performs aesthetic and semantic functions far exceeding its role as a mere
formal element. Adopting a semiotic approach, the study analyzes the cover as a textual threshold
that contributes to shaping the horizon of expectation and guiding the reading process before
entering the narrative world. Particular focus is placed on the discursive structure of the cover
through its visual and linguistic components—such as the title, imagery, color palette, and
typography—viewing ...them as signs that produce a parallel discourse reflecting the novel's themes
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of fragmentation, violence, and memory linked to a significant historical event in the Sultanate of
Oman. Furthermore, the study shifts toward analyzing the back cover as a multi-layered
interpretative field, where condensed poetic language intersects with visual structure to form an
open, "alluring" discourse that balances suggestion and ambiguity. It also highlights the semiotics
of orientation through elements such as the absence of the author’s photograph, the presence of the
publisher’s logo, and the minimalism of promotional blurbs. These choices reinforce the aesthetic
authority of the text and liberate the reception process from external references. The study concludes
that the cover of this novel is not merely an external gateway but an independent paratext that
actively participates in the production of meaning and the direction of reading. It contributes to
constructing an integrated interpretive experience, where the narrative begins outside the body of
the text before reaching completion within it.

Keywords: Cover, Ali Al-Sawafi, Textual space, Paratexts (Textual thresholds), Horizon of
expectation

-

PORV
(A pr Wl Slsn 58 €l o el oot G 2L Bl 1w 3 SO el
& Jlo o ams g Lzl a3l ey W Oloinall i Y e oy S anay 4 lyns
Ly o pblis AN o)) d) Sl l,ally Lyl 0l gt 3L s el 5 ol el ey
Viain 35V adl 4 tmg o n 3 RIS 50 B8y ) 135213 Lialal 2 )
ol 2 as Lo Loy canl gnedd sSan s T, oyl 31 OV sotiy sy o2
SN 35 Y sl iy Dokl any Lo alin oo o ¢ Js ) o Y 51 e s 8L
sl 0 3 )il (£ 3 ol LSS el dand Wl S s Lo e ST B
A s s O, LN G o ) 3 Tas Y 28 0l oY) il
g2t Sl
5o L el o 5308 WSC2 Ve s o) M1 018,55 (10 ¢ g b (| o
38 gy e 3lyall Lad 0o J) 23 &l slasy ¢ ol ol s Asleey 2 WY Just
3900 7 pm el 5a ) s Mo aint Lo el 55 5 ey \g3DE o) el Ol el 0
53 or 6D Lyt (Pl et 2 &1 M ed o L Yt Ll

260 (42)s.01 LY LK 2



2026 454 42 5.4 oY LK U2

dea) ) dan

Sl A aS5e ey QLA 63,) bl e spall Ladis (3 al )l Zanl e
robially il it i g vl &5 5] oy B esdle 3513 e cdpad] Al galill
A S

Ll ydll o

Sl a8 (0l )1 _a8) &y & Ao Sl o rolisy Blaacd) oS 5l L)yl Cougad
sl sl D adloid Blaslly IV Ll )1 e B ddsls Sl 1515 (Blsaall o)
A Slasl e (el Gua (35500 Lo BNl sl Lw

oy

oy M a2 gal) ] pemey Y @ Blewedl el 535 Zuly )L
Aol 3L G 0,80 soy s dale ool 3 ol 2l LT

2 Al poball ey Lols Lday y oo Ligiend Ol Je duhydl odm aale e 03
s I R 31 e Bollas Luais ainogy D! Y1 ULl

clidall samch G5 Mo 4oy MR 3Ll al

Sy Rl L3 lgs Lollas Lo adogy SN 2, W) Ml

T peslas 1yl pid e el )1 GRald Hlae Ollas pa b et e Zamly d SI)
e Jaay T LS e paild o oyl ol 3l 00 M5 <031y 66yl 0l ind) e 5613
5\ n dollas ate o) il LY (o 2Ty A5les 2y e] Radsy o3y oot L phy Aol
) o Lgagsy Wl 25, b (3 3355 ol ) e Jolis
a2l e el ey SI5EINNaN, GIET Jadll o ol 0l 3 M) 2a] g2d
3 ally L) S My (e padely adl) a2 T oL ¢ anl o325 )
(.08 03l slaie 1) 'OMe 3 oot K liSy oLkl osd s calel Gy

261 (42)s00i oI5V K 2



2026 454 42 5.4 oY LK U2

oall ey Y et aie A il BN Huall pLS pa ) laie ol e OV O LS
AN 2 By el ol sially (V8 Slolis ST olae 4 o J dGle Bale 33Vl
slad aos Jons 3 DgVly 56l a0 Vols el Jad s edaid L0053 o ol i
Wl slal) yy ¢ oLl Ll 3 pady « a3l o s e oty ol J) 25l e oo 50
Bl dady dy dae IS il 5o JBs e B saoy ) ailly Lamnll gl
iglaa)l (zone) dakillsis K (2 sl dle Lol (el coie LI da) £, 14 5 iduol 5,
i) @ss ST Al 2l 5 bl adysdl of oy gl Ll el e 2ol
(44 2008:.0\)

(o235 sl -0lye) oSl aniz Lo g w3l ol 0Ll Olegs et e (0
35 GLeYl — el 28 - ) O3 QLS 5] el oY b sa sl olis
el bsss assid el gt Lo K Joxrd)

T d) Jet Al 231,215 80 dze il e lyaall pay Byl o) 0L 23 205 3
Olyadl g Va5 and) Gy i) el 55l 0l 0L (3 Lo bl llally e s )
el 5 aall B OMs e g gad) anS e S £y ) ¢ 5 e ey G105 s
s ) LA Sl et il 0l (g o) Bl sl i e S b 2
W) Gia d) Lasly pldl gl ) 51 13S0y e Job e e a e e 0
(17 2011 ¢ 5g2l)

262 (42)s021 S5V K Az



2026 454 42 5.4 ol LK 2

glogl pins

luigiao 2o thojig Jlax 019 31 L kgl Bl waikgS) g UlS o

Uiig Uudg ublicq vt talo ¢jgb Lol o tglilyjos oD o

o o5 Lo Lay - eyalalllg uljacil tuo 8ljg Syl gallg auld w6 acyl dlig)
o) 4l 6jgal  oliol Lo Jadll ga - olial 0l 5g) Lo g ilg3) olialy
v

aligj o) s 3 jaall (U5 audy @128 126 . )yl o ALS Al Bt
8 el wice aafD ajapl lalallg uugl ugl) Wlaall cubi igl
U Jnidg aludg A o o - tjall @) &olui jladg « @2gall g
lghawg - dlakg Sj ainol Ul o Ll Y sl Josy Ao duli 6i¢g
Cildanlig pollg Laioldd] o waill Y

& g = |

st 5y Ui amg 3] ¢l 2, e T i) e 53Ul 0yl Jeg 21y 3
a2l 331 ey J5Y) £ LYl

s (ool 2:l1) Wi aogs 10y iy sbaie oo SN Vi oy 2l 520
AW as) ghaes S
(Lol jaidl) L akuo g BMI-1
s 31y N (2l G310 Gl L 3lsuall W) Ole )1 23 1)y, OME e imay oS g
Ales by 5,8 eady daze My padl Dl shaie e o] ol e
SVl g w0l (0l )1 23) Olall aallly g pad) (mill 0ol L 5 5ually Oyl
ans Lo )t 023 ) Ly s b L 0l ) s 3V 5T ol L el
pr oS Bl Cpdl 3 e i il Ole N 230 55 5ally ol e 55 b 6yl
S o 2l ) s e W el L 5 (625405 STl 5 (25 40l
3y oall M e lo) dab Cavas ol )l Cilg Loloy 3oy caiall paie Jlss) bl
i S Y 53150 Wolas Las G Jad D3e Il adiny ol Loy g acslly e,y ccinal)
dat Loy L 051y (LS oSO ) 05 05y (ISGaad) =91 - nadl) L 24151

263 (42)s0l L5V K 2



2026 454 42 5.4 oY LK U2

AW oSl camly O 3 5585 2ablally plly oY) ety G 0500 ¢ o il 2
eds sy OMal s o il ol 425 g1 ole ) b 3Ly aiyly W plall ) f 2ol
SN Lol o 8 b Aol Nabast Lo 06 s ol M1 3 e 3 B Ltcn Dnaie M) o cans
1l s Olegosll padys (Jly ) Gadl (5l OMall el ey A3 O13 5 jhas 223
3l ol ok edass Sl al) Jan ¥ O ol d] 8 2ol N iy £,y
ety €6 s L3 oy a3s13 Ll oy iy ) 522 U il ety oYLl
Al ) o 391550 &S Sits 8 s Glas K8 3 5y ¢ Sl o5y 50 )

ool s 1l @ 5l y £ pe I AN Slids 3 (ogid 6 alall gall 55\E s Lis ol yialdl L]
IS0 sl o 13y 08 ey o315 N il e Byl o iy o Oyl 0V sasls 0l gl
(365 2007 coa) 55 a1y J ol Sols Gy ) el o s sl el W sl

3,2 o) el LSl 3 sl e 11 st a0 aisle (23 L e )1 DI s sl
@ LAl Laladl il rg oy o b by cod by i L o Adle g J i
erys]

o oy (JUdl ) s 5 8 koDl 2o al) Blasll 3 S (55w OLe Ml ASW
Ly 6 STy gty ) ] Jet 08 5l Bl 48 cpally 3Ly e LI sVl 2l 5 sl
(1958-1949) ¢ a5 1l 3 Wgtlosl 5055 &3l M1 s gl ShasD gl aad
S35y g3 o g s e Jolass Vsl sl (0l ))125) 0 o im0l
Ties Ol yiall 3213 8 LIS 31 ) AU Slab e Jsme olyiall L) semy Yo e sl
RSP AP0 (1S FOPN 5 JPSTRVPIC JP-SAVPURNIUIC WU SVEDS WU LI A PR o ST Y
(142022 ) " oo

%k BNE ol 3ol 00 o Wi ua €l S 15l b aadl Sl 1o

s A1 e gt 015l o o e LS ) s ¥ Lo M) 53801 5531 G
Ol ) es

264 (42)s.01 OISV K 2



2026 454 42 5.4 oY LK U2

Lo g A 51 31l Jad) ) T sl g al) Bdl e GBI e (3 pasedl L)
ol b ylasly bl 1 gl sl 3 pasend Lo ey dalalasy Gy ) 2ol peny
el iy olo M 3y o Lol panlly el 3ol Sy o) ad G diblse
Ol o Jp 2 3 515 el o el ) Glaw 3 Byl ST Loy MM s e 3 )l
Symg yaliss ol Jl Ll Al Lol a3 STl e gl) 2ol Loty 231 Jlaswialy esluVl e
Olyall O 8 s (£33 ecanally 2l o ¢ Jrilly peadl o ol s Bl o a0
VAR

Y5 o o et gae Y sl 5,55 J) lls BNl i ser e il gadl sl
Ol caull o ga e (sl colialidly saadl) oo egall oo s Y S, rs
A o Wl 3 USR5 sy Lo ) iy e Jb Al Ll e b Y (0l )1 23)
oon S 5a e byl e B3 e sa il e tlinees 038 OY5LS plol Laad el
M,u&w\;yuwwmb\{%mr\j\ﬁ@uyeﬂrwcwu)\&jmum

Al Meda o) e g L o 3 ez Ol L €, ) 23 G 3

Lol ane e5m adins ¢ an VI BN e O b lin el ey Ml s Jaul G o suis Y
QM\W(‘;L‘J\ w\&wxsg‘rmw@,ut@u)mjum\jjnua;\uwsd
S0 gy =3l 1) sl Aall (25 -2l M o 0 2dll 26, )1 o b 315 )1 AL

G Cnd) ool 2315 G5y (o ol e U sllsy eddanls Kz (Rolaa)) K3 ) Olie
Ol el 3 el i 18,5 Olast e el o g Loy

Ttes o ael 8 by (Ol ) 523) Ol B 6yl S0 2o b e IR )b s 13
538 o g Cydadl Al cola) s saay el OIS wps Cid w3, BlYL U5
AN Tl o W o) oLl s pem) L1l ST ST s o pemy oS Ssaane Oliay
Udlﬂj\jﬁy4d\5.~dﬁw\iMOAQW\JJQJC&\QY%\&&J\C‘L@Sl
@gsf‘ﬂ\»ﬂ\gw—:\ﬁﬂw\&r@&»@a&ﬁ&wﬁw gy am &5

265 (42)s01 OV K 2



2026 454 42 5.4 oY LK U2

s e do Ll (o Vs Sladly JNAY Gaad) 10 s pall) el read ¢ pdad) anll
Jestll g 12l

Ml Lol ol ehaesdl-2

el o Jas53 5is (Glpnall o Sl 25 215, BMA) sl ol jehaasll e I
O35 Ol 3 550 Las MR Jat Lo (6T sdany gty gadin 5o Lo 523 (50 3 VA
Byt Oley 5,03 (25 ) peall 3 Jratdl g pudall) (6 pad) 03U Ul hoais imys S iy Gl
Jookad BB ASE 355550 G et Y olalleds dayl s Aoy s Lol 5 65 Sl Sl s
oy 75y o S0 2zl 5 50 il 81 e il a5 onnss 50 3

w2,y dolo )l 2l sl 0l 5 e gslas pa Wl Gl a1 G el 0,
oo 55 S5 55me O L T ¢ JolS0L Al o) i 013, il ) 3 ol
355 30 b 0ySCe e Oyl & Jeaally (oWl (gl 38N Ll 6 S 10 By (50 A 3355
G0 ol o Vally sl VN s (S pad) 3y Lilon] a5 limily sl s (63 65
5yl y Olsiadl ) lis B35 | are alagt o iy aol Loz O kel

Olyal il ¥ B Ly cOlgiall o o3 @50 (35 8 g0 canh 485 (&) 28 Ll
Oyl BN B o0 Vs 3l o 350 55 ozt O,y il el 1,101l
Dbzd) Glad| L,

s o 530 iy ¢ Jad1 B 0Ly ) e Rl My ¢ il Bl 4 (LY a3 1)
SAGLE (25 dgglao an WL (oS (ol glas sy cladaill (5258l oSiay SO
W]

Sl ity o)l bl £y ¢ pldl daas” IS Gl y @il Sl clia ) ola Ll jiess
el 800l 43,b e S Cilanas 5165 (oL 0y 035 ¢ el Slilcay 551,21 6 b e
! e 4 slaxe ¥ Y oY 6 0l e L ol e WS B s sy 5153
(132018 38,2 sy o ST n iy LKy 3y AL

2606 (42)s.01 LISV LK 2



2026 454 42 5.4 oY LK U2

ol Vg el i 35 B 101 1 S

Lo O ot Lol (g0 s s o o Jshmae 355 00 035 M i sl Lol

sy o elea S W5 5,50 dab o laally By M on £ (3 caugto ond |y dSGa

Jo dBlle Glas Lazs ood OVl o ¢ jail) (6ole (55 ams ) s 11 e dey dads

Lledlly g A e

c)fl IRIRAY 3 ez (Ole ) 23) &l OV d05 U1 ol glaasll (3]

(g Ol dolo)) (25 Sl e 5 2l olial]

gwammy sl 3y ) dalsy cgudd 1)l Lasy BLAN (el Lok ) e (f LKL Gl s

5o Lo s Lo O Jad Ol gdaactlodin K dopmaell o 1252 Loy sla I oLl

s By M Olase s 1352 daogy o cdialio 42l aaogy Vs \,aet;)w\&,.dsw)

OIS e ) Rl o datty Dl iy B B39 (83 S0 By Jo BV

23 22 2l delball s ) ats e day oy Bl eV 01 Zols doslyy £l

ALY O35 Ol b dasY o ceubly aall Uls] Jaxed silalas o yems

Foann a5 S5 a5 e shan o iy ¥ O3 L s

B LA &zl o Ty ¥ 15 i clal i U

i)l saxie Gy o6 Yo adogy 3 1 3lall ol

Y Sl & gten 0 At oy paiy pa3 (AU o Y BT ) BB s Y

i) 23] A1) pe ans s aensy @l Wl U2 campe Olas K50 3 ed) 2o b

33l Ly 3] ¢ ) o Bt Bl oy slisd ¢ a8 e 3,2 ) Bl ) sdn OV

©Ohley olalatie o aaig b s oy 5120 3 7 20 |8 et Sl les 7 05 @:4‘
b 2 ey il st Sl S VA K slye_policy 3 pasit Bon

Lt dom 5l pal) Lial) 23 ) O 5 ol B lnin Loy 551,31 2105

ety Gshie 8 iyl Jadd A O olae Ml ) A, B sl s s

267 (42)s021 oI5V K Az



2026 454 42 5.4 oY LK U2

) OVl IV L)1

it Laogs ¢ 3 Ol e 0,8 301 & padly Lol oliad) oty 5ol i 520
B3 e o o Loy 21 LYy Aay el 53l e AN BNl LMl e
Sl o ollad) ey el G el 3 o5y B 5 51 £t Alaidl) Bl By
S 51 sbass¥ly sl assdley elydly BN a5 MBS, Sz gt Losls ol 5l
AV

T ST & mt By s Baor G sl 178bn U 35 Lasdis 35101 el ol Y 33 s 3
bl Gt Tsitn e il (L20) (505 38 slimdy (B15S5 3153) At ) sl
el )W 3 Sltane Catall | piam B aliliyy 053y 0l My sciall 3 Saane Lk
B ol Gl ey Lo ymy ol Ay s guadly coplly L) B3 s o Ln DY) i
A3 Lty ey g (S ol 13 (2 a1 BV L sl 51 11 L3l U
el Ll sy 0l e 2505 5 et sl 53 3 3Ll oS 2l ST AN G
Tomill ke Le ks 2l i N ) (85 pally ety il 1y 011 3 Jrasl] ok
Dl s Jas 3 Y oy e, a8 e 36 85 33l 595

o ez ¥ ¥ d3)ls) jed 6l ol cal) GLe] ans 53 7o dosls b Gllad) a b
Dol 85,01 ] 2l iy Ly oy B0 el 3 87 3 e oy i
S8 o) e Yedld) 25eid) pe el )

S s QLA L ol ool dis (85 2l N oid A O G & ) 20l L
Sy s s oo 1 Olo o o pll 4B s iy )iy el T (g mll) cpadl,
GME 3 535ml) (2lal) dadad 3L ey ¢S il Y 550 SMAL el 3 ol
e il o Jants g pad) p sl Oy (Ralaadl a3 ;) (2 £kl Lzl o Bt 2l 2
AWy sl @ daadl dsbell gy ol 455150

268 (42)s001 LY K 2



2026 454 42 5.4 oY LK U2

Tnglal) polic 4 55l 153520 ey 2Limh g Wil clgm ity Y )y J1add b 31 o) 15l
Gosmie oyl S adat Le cnslo &y a8 5y B om 2 s ecitally 5l Sy} e il
el sl g Sl dl g ) e

D 380 5l g gl sl -2
3,&@&315@&4%@&4—\@1\‘_&&\5%B&LW&M\)@H\M\Q&%M\QQ
de o8 o o QL)) el 3 el ol alley O 3 el il L oy a3
e S Ll g S L gy ey i) ) g LiSJ calle s Lol6 o 35 s
wlyaly gl eIV o o 05 Jelially el o pyi JLdl Lol cslazd K Joal
OF dy3tl ey aallly o lelly i) o o 1 i) 5oy ] 3 3zt Logs 0,V 0310
(230 2016 ¢ 4 ) Lo o) 533 sy

LS sl oldle i awss A M) s 3 all Slaall 56l 3 ey La e
VO ol @ e dly i) e s las g el Zal cloy ol 4y 3 el
Tl oy e Blsio 331 o 0,558y B3 A Jall o o s s £l 5 Ry (533
oo iy el A S ) 53a0 4 B ek s aaogy addl Jldid Q) Gt 15, a5
O 3 ezl il Ll Y 031 s 7,1 Alale Wl e Je V) ollad | ot
S I 5550 e Qw\;@ sl W1 ooy €380 5550 O Lo LS )
o) i ) Gl i (58 sl Uigh e s N Vo sl S i £y 5 535
TR N R HIFICE R NEESAE ISP PPV N W ORY- B S
N ool e a5 3 Roll pal Zak s s Lo iy o o Y 2l 1 (530 )1
Sl sl i Gokall 33 & Mtaze ) ye Blas and s ) sl Wl Y e
Gy oy el asdly Jasg W1 sl sV 1 Canad) Y5 ey e pas Rodsr o)L
G Jresl) Jadl st Ll gl OledVly 6 aWll 015V (3 23le el Bolos 3 2415 )

269 (42)s.01 LISV LK 2



2026 454 42 5.4 oY LK U2

o3 05 dl Lol o sl Vi cdamillly el Ul s LM ey 3l 2ol
LAY Jally JaisVI oy s s Bl el )

Blyy e sles ol le T Bum Olbles a2 M L el daby igy Al Ll Gl Wl
Bl Jos 250 My AU 45,55 e SR ol 316N 53 ole g s S T2z
a3) e ands e plad (adl 508 (JLd) LS VL ana oy Lo 5ms g el 5 el
o35y O sl iy a8 )1 o Bl ylas Ladle Aoy oo 221 5 VLT S e o) 509
L35 2l J) G Qi 0LS oo (el U3 (6l eglaclly Gl ashin ot Jaad) 254
S sl sy el Sl g5 M aal o (6,5 T80 0558l am 00STy eV 215
s dog

Blas 5,8 o il _roli LS Joms Y 3N 1 3 25150 izl 0] 2581 oy sl
el s 3 altane Z3lge Thl dayane bl 55 (85 ¢ aills to ) BN K G5l
robiall Gand sl SLadly 0l ¥l openaell (3 Aoz Z0Uer Laky sl il a2 5o s
T tiny s (sl Al s ey Bas otlaled) sle oy oazeally SN ) SRt
iy s 0 g3 Byeiae Lo il Jos 0l oy st il B30 450

L3\

o e ok Lo S d) Gay 3yl A3 (Ol 28) &l 3D il 361 3 00 3
Y1 led) ) )l coals 6 )it s,

iy U 3 WY 3l ez b 6550 L e 5 pal aad) 33N 138 550 -1
BN

3515 ) pts 1Sy (bl alall 258 ainy (Ol 23) &l ) M Olye pasy -2
ades 3 el o ez Lo ds5lal 3 dlaSos py5 S

270 (42)s01 S5V K 2



2026 454 42 5.4 oY LK U2

V2 IV ¢ 1l S il 5L 0 0 GLSa) el o ge Y1 Vi -3
a3l WU 0 gmton (§ pas Ollas 1) BN

oA el A a5 ey Al CABL s G Al OLAN) 28N, 5Ll p) -4
Ay Bl e o)

3 @3y el Jand) Blany 352 a5 il Bslo Upmns 4,8 o0 SOl s et -5
Bl 5y seidly 2l Sl o 7 58 A L5, L)

ey alall £56

el b, 88\ W dadal) o ol Dol I S Olsindl (2011) U ae et -1
(3 & g2,

Oy gin - dy W dadal) . olidf Jf el o coim Lim bz (2008) .54 se olally -2
05 0 e dadd dg Al 1M

iy Gl oo opile Sy lilaen G et 1Ml 53y las (2016) .0 ss . o -3
03V olas sy selly aail) &6 pal 558 515 Y dndal -&@thy’

O el Ll 9958 G Al b 5 polis Olyindl L5 5 (2007) .o Wi . -4
e iy £ Ay Ca bl o S s Laabs

szl Sz Al aill oe sls Y andall.ole S 25 25, (2019). fe - 3lpal) -5
sl 5,5 oS L) ) asldl dxdl L Boxs Yo Olial (2022) slo anz s -6
L3

Ol Byo d ddla 32,5 3olrlly £, L2 4 ol dce (2018) . )l ae 082 -7
oWy 2l ALl (65 pmne 5505 513 - dy Y1 Aaal) et et s

e .l s 2 sagse dad Loall Ol e ) -8

271 (42)s0al S5V K 0z



