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ABSTRACT

This study examines the relationship between transnational organized crime and the escalation
of irregular migration flows in Libya during 2025-2021.The research is guided by a central
question: what is the nature of the relationship between transnational organized crime and the
increase in irregular migrants, and how does weak institutional control shape and reproduce this
relationship, transforming migration from a transient phenomenon into an organized criminal
enterprise embedded in transnational networks? The analysis draws on data from the Global
Organized Crime Index and the International Organization for Migration, particularly the
Displacement Tracking Matrix, using a descriptive-analytical approach supported by systems
analysis. Findings reveal high levels of organized crime (index score: 7.05) and significant
infiltration of criminal actors within state institutions, reinforcing the persistence of this
relationship. Furthermore, irregular migration has been reconfigured as part of the conflict

economy, generating sustainable revenues for smuggling networks. The study concludes
that addressing this relationship requires structural reforms to strengthen institutional

effectiveness and restore effective border governance.
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